Duty and taxes on Cambodian and Vietnam national rubber

Q: We are interested to know what is the import tax and duties on the Cambodian
Natural Rubber and Vietnam Natural Rubber to China. Since Cambodia is a member
of ASEN with preferential treatments, does China charge less tax and duties? What if
the product is shipped to Qingdao Free Trade Zone? What is the difference? Help is
needed.

A: [1] Natural rubber falls under HS code heading 4001. The applicable import duty
rate for natural rubber (40013000) from ASEAN country and other WTO countries is
12% and 20% respectively. The member countries of the ASEAN include: Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Brunei, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar (Burma), and
Cambodia.

[2] If the product is shipped to free trade zones, there is no import duty and VAT.
When the goods are delivered from the free trade zones to the rest of China, it is
treated as imports and the Chinese customs will collect duty and VAT accordingly.
Note also that the importation of natural rubber is managed under the ‘“automatic
import licensing system”. The customs will not release the goods in the absence of the
import license. The Ministry of Commerce is the licensing authority. For further
information, please contact us at enquiry(@china-tax.net.
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